Sample Letter for Fundraising to Family and Friends
Write first draft of a letter to send to family and friends. Not necessary if you are not fundraising for yourself. (See two examples below.) Show it to a GV leader for editing.
1. Compose a personal, heartfelt letter telling people why you are going on this trip. 

2. Personalize your letter and explanation 

3. Describe the trip. 

4. Ask for financial help. 

5. Include in the envelope a self addressed stamped envelope
Sample Letter 1
October 28, 2002
Name of Friend
Address, USA

Dear Friends and Family,
In Spanish class several weeks ago a representative from Global Visionaries came to tell us about an exciting opportunity to be part of an outreach/service project this summer. As a participant, I will travel to Guatemala, stay with a host family and work daily at a service project in a medical, social or educational setting. I also get to attend classes where I 
ll learn more about the language and culture of the region as well as visit ancient ruins in Guatemala.

What motivated me to pursue this trip was my experience with The Migrant Project during the summers prior to 7th and 8th grades. I went to Mount Vernon, Washington for a week each year to help in the day care center that served the migrant workers in the Skagit Valley. We took with us clothing, toiletries and food we collected at church. The children were so beautiful and loving that I felt privileged to spend time with them. We also went out to the camps where the families were housed. The realization of how they lived and how little they had made a huge impact on me.

I believe that through work with Global Visionaries I can be part of something wonderful. This group builds a bridge of understanding and outreach between young people from the Pacific Northwest and the people of Central America. I sincerely want to be a part of this effort.

Obviously I cannot do this on my own. I need help. Our group will be fund-raising through bake sales, private and corporate sponsorship via informative presentations, hopefully an auction and, of course, letter writing to friends, family and service groups. We will raise money to help with our transportation and housing expenses as well as to purchase and ship medical and school supplies for the Hermano Pedro Hospital in Antigua, Guatemala, one of the places we 
ll be working.

I personally dislike writing to ask for money. However, my uneasiness with sending fund-raising letters is overcome by how important I feel this trip is and the opportunity it affords me. If you can help with a donation, I would really appreciate it. I 
ve enclosed a self-addressed envelope for your convenience. If not, please keep me, my companions and the people we will be working with in your thoughts and prayers. In any case, I 
ll let you know how the trip went when I return.

Thank you for taking time to read and consider my letter. Wish me luck!

Sincerely,Your Name Here

Please make checks out to Global Visionaries and note my name on the memo 
line. Thank you!
Sample letter 2

Dear Family and Friends, 

I have been selected to go to Guatemala with a program called Global Visionaries. In February, for 15 days, a group of fifteen high school students and a few adults will go to Guatemala. We will be there to help out the families in the city of Antigua. We will help in the hospital, help build a house, and help teach children how to speak some English. 

In order to go on this trip I must raise 1,500 dollars. The total cost is 2,200 dollars. This goes toward my airfare, house expenses and supplies. I would be very grateful if you could spare some money to help me go on this trip. I feel this will be a wonderful and life changing experience for me. If you can 
t help out that is okay too. 

This is our basic schedule that will change some between the different days. In the morning we will wake up and have breakfast with our host family. Then we will go to a Spanish class where we all have our own personal teachers. The class is approximately 3_hours long. Then we go home and have lunch with our housing families. After that we go and do our service projects. For some of us that will be building a house and for others it will be helping in the hospital. We then go home and have dinner. At night we get the group together and do some activities such as learn to salsa dance. 

Before and after the trip we will be doing service projects to help out our own community. We will be doing donation drives for the people down in Guatemala, helping out students with school, helping out elderly people, and much more. 
If you would like to see pictures or read more about the trip I am going to take you can go online to http://www.global-visionaries.org and see the site. After my trip I plan to create my own website to put pictures on so I will let you know what that address is as soon as I get it up and running. If you have any questions and you would like to get them answered fast you can e-mail me at Youremailaddress@doctorevil.com. 

I don 
t like asking for money. But if you could help with a donation I would greatly appreciate it. I have enclosed a self-addressed envelope with my address and a stamp on the front for your convenience.
Thank you! 

Sincerely, 

Your name here
